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I took a weeklong working vacation
to wander through the short states of
New England, after presenting at a
National Association of Home
Builders’ conference in Connecticut.
My ultimate goal was to photograph a
few slices of history and other cool stuff.

My job with the homebuilders has,
however, destroyed my ability to just
see fine architecture, rustic coastlines
and hot Italian men. I spent the week
inadvertently spotting zoning gone
amuck, sign ordinances (good and
bad), transportation issues, wetlands,
affordable housing, and tourism done
well. . .and not.

Most of these towns developed
centuries before urban planning and
zoning. Common sense platted the
towns of the 1600s. My dead Pilgrims
designed Plymouth to keep everything
central. Good thing, too: 386 years
later, everything I wanted to see was
within walking distance.

A few observations from the East
Coast I’d like to share with the planners
and policy makers of our fair county:
❦ Never line your streets with 30-
minute parking, if you want tourists
to stay and spend money.
❦ “Resident sticker required” parking
further frustrates the visitor, who really
wants to spend money in your cute
little town.
❦ Roads originally designed for Paul
Revere to barely have room to pass
another horseman were not meant for
cars. Don’t allow parking on narrow
two-way streets and expect oncoming
traffic to pull over—especially when the
big old houses now sit maybe four feet
from the road.

❦ Roundabouts, rotaries, traffic circles
(whatever you want to call them) are
stinkin’ death traps. Non-local drivers
have little clue how to navigate them,
even if they’re well marked.
❦ Bicycle/walking lanes save lives and
minimize driver angst.
❦ Rush hour traffic is only minimally
annoying, when your rental car
has air conditioning.
❦ Reflectors/bumps in the
middle of the road and the
wake-up grids on the roadsides
are wonderful! Only when
they’re not there do you really
appreciate them.
❦ An officer and police car
posted with most road crews
sure make the traffic slow
down and pay attention.
❦ Only quality homes, usually
larger, have survived and are
now being preserved. Unless of
course, their kid did something
important, then the surviving
birthplace may be a shack.
❦ Allowing big old houses to
be converted into condos
creates affordable housing.
Well, sort-of-affordable.
❦ Multicolored painted ladies
are glorious amongst a sea of
blah white, gray and pale
yellow houses.
❦ Tired tourists will pay a
fortune to stay in a dump in
the middle of nowhere New
Hampshire.
❦ Preserve your old cemeteries. Your
descendants will care.
❦ Love is in the details. Flower baskets,
colorful flags and cheerful sales staff say,
“Welcome!”

❦ Be glad we don’t need three-foot
snow sticks atop our fire hydrants to
find them midwinter.
❦ National chains ensure a continuity
of service. I knew I could walk into a
New England Bank of America or
Allstate and get service. I knew Wal-
Mart would develop/scan my proofs

cheaply and that Walgreens carries the
film I use. And thank heavens for
Starbucks. We really are fortunate it’s a
Starbucks on every corner in the Puget
Sound. Throughout New England, it’s
Dunkin’ Donuts.

By Sandy Hershelman

One of the reasons the Pilgrims settled
Plymouth, Massachusetts was to make use of
the natural water resources of Town Brook.
John Jenney originally built his Jenney Grist
Mill in 1636.
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Home Builders Care for UGN: Call Lizanne

Community partnerships are the
strength of any town, large or small.

We are oh-so fortunate to have
Lizanne Coker (Coker DesignWorks) as
the chairman of our Home Builders
Care community outreach committee.
Liz’s ties to United Good Neighbors of
Jefferson County run deep. This year
the JCHBA is pleased to partner with
UGN in support of its annual
fundraising drive.

As part of the construction trades
in Jefferson County, it is important to
recognize that JCHBA members do

Last year, Jefferson County
food banks served 7,700 of
your neighbors.
Shelters provided 6,000 nights
of safety for those in need.

♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥

much more than just enhance the
physical landscape and tax base. As you
develop infrastructure and dwellings,
you also create opportunities to provide
jobs and security for yourself and your
employees. But, not all residents of our
county are fortunate enough to work
for you.

UGN supports nearly 30 nonprofit
community service programs in our
county. A group as vast as the JCHBA
could make a serious stand against

hunger, need and misery in Jefferson
County. Through UGN, we can
change the lives of your neighbors.

Please consider UGN in your
giving this year—even a modest
donation in your eyes can be a
monumental gift to a hungry child.

Our Friday, Jan. 26 Beach Party is
the target date to tally up how much
the members of the JCHBA have given
to UGN.

Please contact Lizanne about
brochures for your workplace, payroll
deduction forms, or in-office
presentations. She promises to keep her
presentations short! Call 385.2739 or
e-mail lizannecoker@msn.com.

(In case you’re wondering: UGN
payroll deductions are really easy to set
up in QuickBooks.)

EJLL gets Mariner Moose kisses & $5000!
East Jefferson Little League (EJLL)

bought a riding lawn mower with its
$5,000 grant through the Seattle
Mariners’ Equipment Donation
Program. The Building Industry
Association of Washington contributed

There’s nothing quite like having $5,000 in hand, even if it’s just pretend. From
left, BIAW’s Brian Minnich and his son, Christopher, JCHBA’s Sandy
Hershelman, Derek Toepper, Joy McFadden (EastWest Mortgage Services), Tyson
Eldridge, Koby Eldridge, EJLL President Bob Eldridge and our Mariner Moose.

$4,000 of the grant; Jefferson County
Home Builders Association, $1,000.

In exchange for funding the grants,
20 folks from BIAW, JCHBA and EJLL
attended the Aug. 28 Mariners’ game
at Safeco Field for an on-field

presentation ceremony.
JCHBA Director Joy McFadden

was as excited as the kids to go down
on the field. The mortgage loan officer
seemed more excited to finally get the
funds closer to the coffers of the EJLL
than kissing the Mariner Moose.

“This was such a wonderful
opportunity to partner with the BIAW
and the Mariners to help an
extraordinary organization,” Joy said.
“The volunteers who run East Jefferson
Little League give up months of their
lives each year to create a healthy outlet
for the youth of Jefferson County. They
deserve all of the support we can give.”

To top off an excellent outing, the
Mariners beat the Angels, 2-0.

EJLL President Bob Eldridge was
thrilled with the fantastic deal Nancy
Zingheim, of Port Hadlock’s Lady
Wind Gypsy, gave him for the Cub
Cadet 3200-series commercial riding
lawnmower, with its 54-inch deck.

“I sold it to them at my cost,”
Nancy said. “It was for a worthy cause
and I’ve always been a baseball fan.”



Welcome new

members!
Jeff and Melinda Cote
Mystery Bay Cottages LLC
(General contractor)
360.379.6580
360.385.4964 (fax)
1253 Griffith Point Road
Nordland, WA 98358-9502
info@mysterybaycottagesllc.com
www.mysterybaycottagesllc.com

Committee Corner
Membership: Next meeting is

5:30 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 15 at
Sandra Toy’s HomeStone
Mortgage office. Yes, we will feed
you,  too. New committee
members are always welcomed!
Recruitment training coming in
early December. Call 379.6425 or
e-mail stoy@homestone.com.

Home Builders Care: Our
Friday, Jan. 26 installation party,
featuring a Beach Party theme,
will also be a UGN fundraiser and
membership blitz. Want to help?
Call Liz Coker at 385.2739 or e-
mail lizannecoker@msn.com.

Home Show: JeffCo Home
Show is May 3-4, 2008. Sponsor
opportunities will be published
soon. Interested in participating
in, or in organizing the event? Call
Joy McFadden at 301.2008 or e-
mail jmcfadden@ewfsc.com.
Next meeting is 1:30 p.m.,
Tuesday Nov. 21.

The following members of the
Jefferson County Home Builders
Association have been nominated to
serve on its 2007 executive board and
board of directors. Elections will be
held at the 6:30 p.m., Monday, Oct.
23 dinner meeting at the Shanghai
Restaurant. (Note: It’s a MONDAY!)

President Fred Kimball (Kimball
Woodworks), Vice President Sandra
Toy (HomeStone Mortgage), Treasurer
Rick Gore (Mountain Propane) and
Secretary Dan Dankert (D&D
Insulation). Board members: Joy
McFadden (EastWest Mortgage
Services), Jim Groves (Groves & Co.),
Rick Tollefson (Tollefson Builders), and
Kevin Coker (Coker DesignWorks)

Nominations may be made from
the floor on Oct. 23. Please make sure

Elect 2007 officers Oct. 23

You’re a good contractor. You pay
your taxes and get permits when
required. When you added that
beautiful new deck to Mrs. Smith’s
home five years ago, you got a permit
from the county. Now, she’s screaming
at you on the phone because she’s trying
to sell her home and an inspector from
the Department of Labor & Industries
is telling her she didn’t have a permit
for the deck.

The deck was attached to a
manufactured home and, in this state,
L&I permits are required on a whole
bunch of different additions and repairs
to manufactured homes.

Replace a water heater, add a door,

L&I permits some remodels
add a larger window, fix a floor, add
some drywall, attach a deck or carport,
reroof, install a new dishwasher; these,
and more, require an L&I permit.

Often the lack of a permit won’t
come to light until the owner goes to
sell or refinance their home. Banks
won’t finance and a REALTOR® must
disclose the structural changes.

For more information on just what
does (and what doesn’t) require a
permit, check out L&I’s Web site. Links
to the appropriate L&I Web page and
a spiffy L&I checklist are accessible
through the L&I section of the links
page at www.jeffcohomebuilders.com.

money would have been theirs. Alas,
Lily kept her Kitty once again.

To date, Frank Feltes (Frank Feltes’
Custom Paint & Drywall), Rick
Tollefson (Tollefson Builders), Marty
Kithcart (Landmark Excavating) and
Malcolm Dorn (Wallyworks Enterprises)
have all missed out by being absent.

Is Lily saving her Kitty for you?
Come to the Oct. 23 dinner and see.

Christopher Cates and Melinda
Bower missed out! Lily’s $264 Kitty
should have been theirs! Had the
contractor and our BuiltGreen grant
writer been at the Sept. 27 dinner, the

Lily’s

Kitty
$264 and growing. . .

ahead of time that the person you
nominate is willing to serve. Directors
and officers will be asked to give at least
one hour per week in service to the
JCHBA. Time may be banked by
participating in a major event, such as
organizing a golf tournament, teaching
a construction class, working on the
home show, serving on a city/county
committee, etc.

Sponsor:
Sandra Toy
HomeStone
Mortgage

“Elections belong to the people. It is
their decision. If they decide to turn
their back on the fire and burn their
behinds, then they will just have to sit
on their blisters.”

Don’t forget!

Vote by Nov. 7
Auditor mails ballots by Oct. 20

BuiltGreenTM Network
Mark your calendars now for our

Friday, Nov. 17 BuiltGreenTM Network
open house in the Spruce Room of the
WSU Extension. From 7-9 p.m., we’ll
share green ideas, provide details on
certifying your homes, and answer your
marketing questions. Your colleagues
and clients are welcomed, of course!

 —Abraham Lincoln



President: Marianne Moe, CAPS
437.2740

 Vice President: Rick Tollefson
732.4080

Secretary: Dan Dankert
732.4976

Treasurer: Rick Gore
385.6883

Board Members:
 Jim Groves

Sandra Toy    Joy McFadden
Fred Kimball

Executive Officer:
Sandy Hershelman

360.379.8784
jchba@olympus.net

www.jeffcohomebuilders.com

Editor: Sandy Hershelman
Printing, in part, courtesy of
Chimacum Creek Printing

JCHBA Officers
Home Builders Association
Jefferson County

360.379.8784

P.O. Box 1399

Port Hadlock, WA 98339

Monday, October 23

6:30 cocktails

7 p.m. dinner

$15
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Water, water everywhere. . .

          . . .and wetlands. . .and sewer

BIAW

JCHBA

Please RSVP (yes or no) to your Oct. 14 e-mail from
hershelman@olympus.net. Or call 379.8784 by Oct.
19. Want to be on the JCHBA e-mail list? Let us know!

David Sullivan

Jefferson County Commissioner

Our guest:

Shanghai Restaurant

Hudson Point

Port Townsend

Yes, Monday! Not our norm.

WRIA 17

CAO UGA

GMA
DOE

WEC
HUH?

SMP

PLUS!

Liz Coker talks UGN

RSVP!


